Dorothy of Oz

By Frank L. Baum

It was morning.  Aunt Em and Uncle Henry were hard at work, trying to scrape a living from their land.  A person could age quickly working under the hot Kansas sun.  Uncle Henry’s long beard was grayer now than when Dorothy had last came back from the Land of Oz.

Dorothy was making her bed.  She straightened out the patchwork quilt Aunt Em had made for her, making sure its corners were straight and even.  She could hear Toto’s barking in the background.  He had challenged the nearest barnyard chicken who happened along, running and barking and causing the little bird to flap its wings wildly.  Chicken feathers flew in all different directions.

The barking stopped for a short while, then started again as Toto found another chicken to tease.  Dorothy looked out her window and gasped in astonishment.  Only a stone’s throw away was a bright and beautiful rainbow that filled the sky with brilliance.  How beautiful it was against the morning grayness!
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