The Christmas Pearl
By Dorothea Benton Frank (2008)

Discussion Questions
1. The title of this book can be read in two ways. First, it is about the present moment, and about
members of a family being present with each other in a crisis. Can you also see ways in which each
character receives a "Christmas pearl?" What gifts do they give each other? What is Theodora’s gift to
each of her loved ones? What gift does Theodora receive?
2. What was your most powerful memory of a past Christmas?
3. Don't we wish our family squabbles could be so tidily wrapped up?
4. Frank’s style interweaves moments of memory and imagination -- past and future -- constantly. How
does this work to make us feel the presence of time and lived experience in this novel? How do both
the past and future play a part in what happens in this South Carolina home as Christmas looms?
What do these moments allow you, as a reader, to see about Theodora and her children’s lives that
they themselves perhaps cannot see?
5. The delightful character of "Pearl" makes you want to believe in angels while hoping that maybe
there is one for each of us. How does Pearl make you feel?
6. Has Theodora’s life been successful? How would you define a successful life?
7. Theodora’s family had become disconnected and she alludes to the big screen TV & technology is a
time waster. In what specific ways has technology --- those electronic gizmos designed to save us more
time --- ended up stealing your time? Does technology sometimes delude you into thinking you’re
saving time when just the opposite is happening? If so, how can you change that?
8. I thought the author did a nice job of showing the women's (Theodora & Pearl) love and respect for
each other. I also loved it when they reminisced about their past together, when Christmas was much
simpler. Did you think it strange that Theodora missed her maid more than her mother?
9. Gullah magic. What is it? Any ideas?
10. Will any of you try the recipes in the back? Do any of you have fond memories of fruitcake?
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