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Discussion questions taken from Liflovers

1. Were you surprised to learn that T. Ray used to be different, that once he truly loved Deborah? How
do you think Deborah's leaving affected him?2 Did it shed any light on why T. Ray was so cruel and
abusive to Lily2

2. Had you ever heard of "kneeling on grits"¢ What qualities did Lily have that allowed her to survive,
endure, and eventually thrive, despite T. Ray?

3. Who is the queen bee in this story?

4. Lily's relationship to her dead mother was complex, ranging from guilt to idealization, to hatred, to
acceptance. What happens to a daughter when she discovers her mother once abandoned her? Is Lily

right-would people generally rather die than forgive? Was it harder for Lily to forgive her mother or
herself?

5. Lily grew up without her mother, but in the end she finds a house full of them. Have you ever had a
mother figure in your life who wasn't your true mother2 Have you ever had to leave home to find
home?

6. What compelled Rosaleen to spit on the three men's shoes? What does it take for a person to stand
up with conviction against brutalizing injustice? What did you like best about Rosaleen?

7. Had you ever heard of the Black Madonna? What do you think of the story surrounding the Black
Madonna in the novel2 How would the story be different if it had been a picture of a white Virgin
Mary2 Do you know women whose lives have been deepened or enriched by a connection to an
empowering Divine Mother?

8. Why is it important that women come together? What did you think of the "Calendar Sisters" and the
Daughters of Mary? How did being in the company of this circle of females transform Lily2

9. May built a wailing wall to help her come to terms with the pain she felt. Even though we don't have
May's condition, do we also need "rituals," like wailing walls, to help us deal with our grief and
suffering?

10. How would you describe Lily and Zach's relationship? What drew them together? Did you root for
them to be together?

11. Project into the future. Does Lily ever see her father again? Does she become a beekeeper? A
writer¢ What happens to Rosaleen? What happens to Lily and Zach? Who would Zach be today?
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Sue Monk Kidd's first novel, The Secret Life of Bees, spent more than one hundred weeks on the New
York Times bestseller list, has sold more than four million copies, and was chosen as the 2004 Book
Sense Paperback Book of the Year and Good Morning America's "Read This!" Book Club pick. She is
also the author of several acclaimed memoirs and the recipient of numerous awards, including a Poets
& Writers award. The novel has sold more than 4.5 million copies, been published in over twenty
languages, and spent over two years on the New York Times bestseller list.

Kidd lives beside a salt marsh near Charleston, South Carolina, with her husband, Sandy, a marriage
and individual counselor in private practice. (From Barnes & Noble.)

Read Alikes:

Fried green fomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe by Fannie Flagg
Whistling past the graveyard by Susan Crandall
The dry grass of August by Anna Jean Mayhew

22 GPL

310 S. Meridian Street
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317-881-1953
www.greenwoodlibrary.us




